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LEARNING MATERIALS 1: PHOTOS

QUESTIONS & TASKS:

▶ Describe the photograph. What do you see?

▶ When was it taken, i.       e. when did the event take place? 

▶ Which »theme« would you associate with your photograph? 

 Jewish life in Greece

 Holocaust in Greece

  Consequences of the occupation for the (Christian)  
 civilian population

 Resistance

 Civil war

 (Lack of) reappraisal/reparations/compensation

 Consequences to this day

▶ What do you know about the »theme« of your photograph?
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Jews under arrest in Ioannina before  
deportation to Auschwitz, 25 March 1944.  
Photographer: Karl Wetzel.
© Federal Archives Image 101 I – 179 – 1575 – 02
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Compulsory assembly in Liberty Square,  
11 July 1942. Photograph: Propaganda Company 
690; photographer: Walter Dick, 11 July 1942.
© Federal Archives Image 101I-168-0895-07A 
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Jewish women in traditional dress and a rabbi visit 
the Jewish cemetery in Thessaloniki, 1918.  
© Alamy 
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Jewish men from Thessaloniki, who were later  
taken to Thebes to work as forced labourers,  
late March 1943. 
© Robert Bedford, Portraits of Our Past, 1998
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German paratroopers shoot civilians in Kondomari 
(Crete), propaganda photo, 2 June 1941 
© Federal Archives Image 101I-166-0525-09 
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People in Athens rummage through waste  
containers in search of food, winter 1941–42. 
© Comité International de la Croix Rouge, Geneva 
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On the island of Crete, local men and youths  
are made to construct a runway at the  
Tympaki airfield near Heraklion, October 1942.  
Photograph: Propaganda Company;  
war reporter: Karl Ottahal.
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The Gorgopotamos railway bridge after being 
blown up, November 1942.  
© Private collection of Georgios Chandrinos
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ELAS machine-gun post in Spercheiada,  
summer 1943.  
© Προσωπική συλλογή | Private collection
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Photo of Broudo marching into Athens  
with other partisans
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Karya survivor David Broudo in exile on the island 
of Gyaros, late 1940s.  
© Jewish Partisans Educational Foundation, San Francisco



135

LEARNING UNIT CONTEXT

LE
A

R
N

IN
G

 M
A

TE
R

IA
LS

Sam Cohen, a survivor of Karya, as a soldier in  
the Greek army, 1948. 
© Προσωπική συλλογή Τζερόμ Κοέν | Private collection of Jerome Cohen
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Newspaper article: “Notorious Merten yesterday in court –  
he was booed by the crowds. He remained impassive and 
grinning.” Greek newspaper Eleftheria (Liberty),  
12 February 1959.
© Library of the Hellenic Parliament, Newspapers and Periodicals Collection, Athens. 
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Report on the application for compensation by 
Karya survivor Schmuel Arditti, 15 October 1956. 
© Berlin State Office for Citizens’ and Regulatory Affairs LABO, Schmuel Arditti 
compensation file, VA 236332 
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Notification from the Office for Restitution (Amt für 
Wiedergutmachung) in Coblenz concerning the 
application for compensation, 18 August 1963.
© Berlin State Office for Citizens’ and Regulatory Affairs LABO, Schmuel Arditti 
compensation file, VA 236332 
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A poster at a demonstration during the financial 
crisis equating Angela Merkel with Adolf Hitler
© Pacific Press Media Production Corp./Alamy Stock Foto
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LEARNING MATERIALS 2:  
TIMELINE: 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR
IN GREECE 

1918 

1930

1920
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1939 
Beginn of Socond World War

1940 
Italian invasion of Greece
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1941 
Beginning of the German occupation

1942
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1943 
Start of the deportations of Greek Jews

1944 
Withdrawal of German troops
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1945 
End of the Second World War

1946–1949 
Greek civil war
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1949–TODAY 

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

2020

1950
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OCCUPIED GREECE 1941–1944

CRETE

BULGARI A

TURKEY

ALBANI A

GREECE

Athens

Piräus

Patra

Lamia

Ioannina Larissa

Karya

Thessaloniki

Xanthi

Alexandroupolis

occuied by the German Reich

occupied by Bulgaria

occupied by Italia

Ae g e a n  S e a

Iraklion

Kondomari

Until September 1943:  
3 occupation zones

September 1943–Oktober 1944:  
German and Bulgarian occupation zones

  Areas of Greece occupied by  
the German Reich

  Areas of Greece occupied by Italy

   Areas of Greece occupied by  
Bulgaria
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